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1 157 ive Strength to bis People, 
the Lord will bleſs bis Fare with Peace, 


W * Wis the Saying of the WiG-Man, That, * 
tala Maters te a thirſty Soul, 


far Country. | Such (my Brettiren) 


is the Refreſhing| Tidings. that wWe have 


ately receiv d; which now ſo lovingly invites our 
Rejoycings, and fo londly calls for our Gratitude, 
he Reſtauration of a publick Peace to theſe King- 

doms: The deep Senſe of the Want of which Bleſ- 
0g, its low Approaches in coming (when it hath fo 
often ſeem'd to be within our View) and our Re- 
eated Fears of being even at la, diſappointed of our 


opes, have but the more inflam'd our Defires, and 
nade us even fick of Love towards it. 


phen the Deſire cometh, it11-4 Tree of Life. ' Bleſſed 

x God! What hath been long look'd for, is _— 
it laſt. - Welcome, thrice welcome, this happy 
Stranger, to our Coaſts! The black and diſmal 
loud of a Twenty Years War, is at laſt happily 


Peace... begins to ſmile upon our Tabernacles : 


Succeſſes 5 Continue d War. 


FOR; indeed, War at the bef, is but a Neceſſary 
vil : And the greateſt #:Fories, obtaiu'd by the 


ood or Glorious in themſelves ; only as they may 
end to the obtaining of ther, which muſt be the 
* End of every ry Lawful War, viz.a Juſt and 
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Hiſpers d; and the bleſſed Sun-thine of a Joyful 
Bleffiag more defirable in it ſelf, than the greateſt 


bedding; of much Blood, are far from being truly 


Hos 


ſou good News prev. 255 | 


25. 


BUT; tho' | Hope deferr' 4, maketh the Heart FM Prov. 1 ;. 
1 


r . 2 . or oO oo 


injut'd Allies, till ſuch Terms could 


bs contains an earneſt Exhortation to the Praiſing ol 


The Bleſſing of PEACE. 


Honourable Peace. And, when ſuck an End could be 
obratned;-we find, all” her freſh Laurels, repeated 
Viaories, and Sate "could not "tempt a. Juſt and 
Merciful Princeſ: 4 keep Bloody and Revonriag 
- Sword unſheathed , Whith'plaigly ſhows, 
that her Royal "+ is endued with a Genius Se- 
oO other Con * (As e's ep J 
goes unc ammon ta ner own ation ows he. 
eng be And A be as ready to ae Peace to ai 
| Reduc'd Enemy, upon Fair and Honourable Term, 
ia ſhe hath been forward to give large Aſſiſtanges to 
obtained: lu 
a Word, that he can conquer her ſeif, as well ail 
her Enemies; being willing, that farther Opportu- 
nities of taking ſererer Revenge, - and obtaining 
gteater Glories, (as ſome would count it) ſhould 
be laid aſide, and exchanged for a ſafe-and advants 
ry for all her Subjects. 
©: PHIS is the great Bleſſing that we are this Day 
* commemorate; that God hath been pleaſed t 
fulfil to us, what: he hath here promiſed wo 'the 
Pſalmiſt He wilt give. Strength, ; x. 
THIS Plalm (according to the literal Senſe of i it 


God for. his infinite Power and Goodneſs, for 11 
Power. ig railing, and for his Goodneſs and Merc 
preſerving his People from the 2 Danger of 5 
lent Storms and Tempeſts; ſu Thunder, Ligh 
tenings, and Over- flowing Waters: Which he her 
(like a Divine Poet) moſt eligantly: deſcribes, b 
the Almighty's uttering his Voice, dividing th 
Flames of Fire, and fitting upon the "Floods « 
Water. Theſe are, as it were, the loud and terri 
ble Artilleries of Heaven; but he that is King bot 
of Heaven and Earth, preſides over all, and pre 
ſerves his People. From hence the Holy Pſalmil 
raiſes his Conremplations higher, and reflects 0: 
the wonderful Mercies of God, in delivering bit 

mad his People from _ — Dangers of * 


- 
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rica Stofins and Tempeſſa, viz. Jo Nu War, ant k > 
1 the' Day if Tatth 7" He not only ſtilleth the Raging 
of the sen, und the Noiſe of his Waters, but alſo the 
Tumulrs N of the Teople: We will give | 
W % bis | Ke % wil Bleſs dus People wit 7 
Fans. | 440 369%); 447 4 
Ii biet Words; we have the Promliſe of a ind 
fold Bleſſing to God's» Church and People, i. e. Vi- 
Rory and Peace : Both of which, the Almighty hath 
been pleaſed, ina great Meaſure, to beſtow: upon us, 
tho? ſo unworthy of the . his People = 
I. Victor: He ail 'Serengeh to bis. People ; > 
i. e. Strongth for the Bat * tread down and con- 
. our Enemies, and make them that hate us, te 

before us. And indeed, in this Reſpect God 
hath done great things for: us; whereof we have re- 
joyced, and made it iv tie Subject of our Diſcourſes 
upon proper Ocea ſions . But I ſhall now confine my 
ſel to the Raviſhing Theme ot this Day, Peace,. 
Bleſſed” Peace! 12 be. Lord wil Was a W wit 
Peace.” if Fo 
In Liſcourſig upon which Words, ! ſhall bew you, 
Pl That Peace to 2 Kingdem or Nation, is a 

great and excellent Bleſſingg 

. That God! is the ſole en and Dogor | 
of this Bleſing. A ' 
'Thirdly, That tbe chief deſigned 05.8. of i it, are 1. 


ſuck, as are his People. _ 
Firſt then, That Peace to 4 King dow or Nation, 154 
Peace indeed, in all 


0 reat and excellent Bleſſing. 
n and invaluable 


* 


inds, is a moſt com 
b lefſing. "Internal Peace, the Peace of Conſcience, 

$ the greateſt Reward. of our Holineſs here; and 
terual Peace in that Kingdom of Peace above, ſhall 

de the Sum and Perfection — our Happineſs hereafter. 
ut Iam to ſpeak of External, National Peace; and 
Whis 1 ſay is a very great Bleſſing; yea, the greateſt 
i An e Bleſſings that a Kingdom or Nation 


a enjoy. Tis ſuch 2 voluminous and pregonne 
| | el; 


Fe | | | e Bag PACE 


54. 7er. Bleſſing, that it carries al other | Bl 
15. Wombof it, and ſeerns to be but another R 
| all that 5 — 'Tis the Mother that breeds, 
the Nurſe brings up, all other Tem empora Be. 
ſings. : It both gives us Mercies, and 
ſweetens the Enjoyment of them. For indeed, _ 
ate all other Bleſſings in the World without this ? 
What are Ri or Pleaſures, of Honours, with- 
sat Peace to ſerure. them? Vea, Life it ſelf, me- 
E ſnould be but « ſmall Comfort to theſe, 
— g in denbt before them, and bave Fear 
A ery and baus ne Aſſurance of thiir' Loves. 
continual” Fear of being depriv'd; of Bleſſings, 
hw needs take off the Sweetneſs, and Comfort of 
I them! And therefore God is picaled to promiſe | 
| ; this Bleſſing, as one of the greateſt: of Temporal Re- 
rer. 26, Words, to the Obſervers of —— If yo walk ir 
3 ; wy Srarntes, an heoy my Commandments, and d them; 
. 5 6. e ye ſhal dwell is your Land foſely, and 1 wil gie 
. Prace in the Land, amd ye fhall lis down, aud nen hal 
i male ye afraid. And the greateſt Bleſſing that God 
I pPromiſetk 8 David, (a Man after his own Heart) 
| conce his Son (that was to be a Jed- 


ante 


| rning 

bl diab, the Beloved of the Lord) was, chat he ſhould 
ll enjoy a peaceable and quiet Reign over Iasi : Hi 
Fi Chron, Name ſhall be Solomon (which ſignifies peaceable) and 
22.9. Jil give Peace und Qierneſi ume Iſrael, in bis Day: 
8 Well therefore might he, that had found the Sweet- 
* | : neſs and Comfort oi Peace, propoſe this as an Argu- 
il ment and Encouragement, to walk worthy of the 
1 Lord unto all A well-plcaſae, ſeeing, When 4 Mau 
| | Prov, 16. Ways pleaſe the Lord, be will make ewes his Enemies it 
1 7 fas Peace with ham. - S0:excellent in it ſelf, fo pro- 
4 Uk in its happy Effects, is the Bleſliag of Peace 
i Bu r, on the contrary, War ia it ſelf, ſeems to 
| Vide Ia. bea Compendium of all that is Evil, and as eppolit: 

| 45+ 7+ to Good, as Light is to Darkneſs. .  - 

200 19. Tis threaten'd as the ſoreſt of Judements, at 
2909. aff 185 d as 4 Puniſhmeat proportionate to dec, 
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The Bite of PEACE 


15 wa War in their Gates, 
 * BUT let us deſcend to Particulars, and lay 3% 
you, ſome of the ſpecial Bleſlings of Peace; and /as 


es and Calamities of War, 
PEACE ſeldom fails of bringing forth Pl 


a_full Ear of Corn, and Concord by a Coran-copias 
ah Horn full of Plenty. And indeed, when Peace is 


Plentionſneſs within our Palices. I his was the ha 

Effea of a continued Peace in Solomer's Reign; Silver 
was as plenty as the Stones in the Street. Peace 
ives Opportunity and Enccuragement to the In- 
uſtrious Husband man to follow bis honeſt Labours 


the eus of God upon his Endeavours) is re 


they laugh and ſing. Then they bear their 
into Plow-Sbares, and their Spears into Proming- 


Falk, and convert the Inſtruments of War, into 


plant and dreſs their Vine-yards, and ſit down e 


enjoying the Fruits of t their Labou! 


make rem 4 e 
BUT, where War ra eth, there (like the Few- 
— Catr erpillers) it deſtroys all before it: Then 
the 
Team, and to turn his Plow-Share into a Sword 
again: And fuch as are unfit for the War, and per- 

haps almoſt as incapable of the Labours of the Field, 
have lirtle Ability, and leſs Encow agement, to Sow 
or Plant, ſeeing, if they Sow much, they are likely 
to Gather but little; for the Mouth of the Sword de- 
ours all before it: "And, where a numerous Army 
„  Wcome in their March, tho' the Land be as the Garden 


when nome your 


this, viz. that of Idolatry, They: cheſs new God, Ju 


1 to its Luſtre, if it needed any) ſhew the Mi- 
And therefore the Ancients did Emblem Peace, - 


within our Walls, then, moſt. commonly, we find 

in the Field, to Manure and Till his Lands, and oy 

my a FANCY Stiel Harveſt: The Vallies are ſo fol. = 
c 


Implements of Hnshandry : They ſow their Grounds, 


Micch | 
Man ander his Fine, and auder bis Fi i when (ſweetly 4. * * 
wy 


poor honeſt Husband-man is forced to leave his 


p 
. | 


YI f Eden __- then (abounding with all kind of Joel 2 4 


88 * 


4 1 
4 


r 


f 71 4 deſolate Wilderneſs, yea, and nothing ſhall eſc e 


dauering Enemy. 


Voeuin to claim Proprieties, or to call any thing our 


TI a what Maiming and Mangling what 


| ie Bling of PEACE. 
Plenty, and Pleaſure) yet behind them. it 797772 83 


them. No Safety in the Held, no l 
| Houſe, from N plunderin Soldier: 2 * | 
true Benj amites, they raven as 4 in the Meoru- 
in they aur the "yy and at gs. 9 divide thi 
. time of Peace, the rich Merchant may ; bold! 
ſend forth his Shipz to Sea, and expect their ſafe 
Return, laden with all manner of Store; which fills 
his Purſe, and furniſhes. our houſes and Tables with 
all the. neceſſary and delicate Products of the rt- 
moteſt Parts of the World. He hath now nothing 
to break his Sleep, or to inſure againſt, but the 
Dangers. of the Seas: But in Times of War, the 
greateſt Danger is from our Fellow-Creature, aud 
perhaps, Fellow-Chriſtian, who are more eruel than 
Sea -Monſters, and more mercileſs than the Waves; 
and then, moſt commonly, more are deſtroy d by 
Fire than by Mater, even in the midſt of that Ele- 
ment: Or, atleaſt, their own Ships muſt become 
their Priſons, and inſtead of making a rich Return, 
their Ship and Goods become a e to a con. 


THUS, where War rageth in a Country, *tis in 


ows by Sea or Land. The Sound of Drum and Cannon 
drowns the Voice of diſtributire Juſtice ; and the 
longeſt Sword derives the beſt Right. Where 
Arms are Umpire, there's no ſuch thing as Meun 
and Tuam; but tis the Language of thoſe that carry 
their Law by their Sides, * is mine they T can catch 
or congker,  _ 

BUT alas! Poverty i is, many times, one of the 
leaf Evils, and moſt tolerable Damages of War. 
Skin for Skin, yea, and all that a Man hath, will he 
give for his Life. What is Loſs of Goods, to the 
Loſs of Life or Limb? And what Butchery and 


Eating 


IIe Beten ef PEACE. 
Cuttidg aud Killing ia time of War! What Cries 
and Groans from wounded and dying Men in the 
Field of Battle Every Battle of the Warriour (ſays 
the Prophet) is with confuſed Noiſe, and Garments 


of the Field. What ſhall I call it? An Aceldama ? 
A Field of Blood ? Or, rather the Valley of Tophe: ? 
(Which was ſuch an Emblem of Hell that it gave a 
Name to it) where the Lives of ſo many poor 
Wretches muſt be ſacrificed to ſome curſed Idol of 
Ambition, Avarice or Envy, ſet up in the Heart of 
ſome wicked Prince, ſome haughty or crvel Nimred, 
that honts for the Prey, or thirſts for the Blood of 
other Nations. And here (if the joyful Occaſion of 
his Day would permit me) how well might J take 
up the Lamentation of the Prophet? Oh / that mine 

ad were Waters, and mine Eyes a Fowntain of Tears, 
bat I might weep Day and Night, for the Slain of the 
Daughters of my People. Flow are our Mighty fallen! 
nd eur young Men (the Strength and Flower of a 
ation) flair with the Sword! And they by whom we 
mehr ſpeak with the Enemy in the Gates, deſtroy'd in 
be Field! How hath their Blood been ſpilt like Water, 
nd all their Bones ſcatter'd, as one cutteth and tleaveth 
ood upon the Earth! Mow many have been forc'd 
way from their Native Country, and from the Em- 
races of their dear Friends and Relations, to meet 


r, atleaſt, have the Decency of a Chriſtian Burial 
| a ſtrange Land! How many poor Wives, hath 


erteſs ! Fathers, Childleſs ! and Friends, Friend- 
$! But 1 forbear: The happy Occaſion of this 
ay © fills my Heart with Joy and Gladneſs, that 
ere is no Room for a contrary Paſſion : Neither do 
Mention theſe things, but to increaſe that, by our 
ppily freed from. 1 

| B BUT 


Ifa. 9. 3.5 


roled in Blood. Confuſed Noiſes are the Muſick ofa 
Battle, and bloody Garments the common Colours 


Jer. 9. 1. 


Math, where (perhaps) they could not find a Grave, 


is War made Widows ! How many Children, Fa- 


lecting upon, how many ſore Evils we are now | 
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BUI to proceed: In time of Peace, Religion 
(that oughr to be dearer to us than our ver Lives) 
thrives and proſpers: For then, good Kings and 
Queens (tho they wanted no Good Will before) 
have larger Opportunities of becoming Nurſing Fa- 
thers and Nurſing Mothers to the Church, of God; 
to encourage Piety and Religion, and to beat dean 
Vice and Immorality. Then good and wholſome 
Laws are enacted, and ſtrictly put in Execution; 
and Righteouſneſs and Peace do mutually, kiſs and 
embrace each other. And therefore we kad, that 
it was in the time of Solomon's peaceable-Reign, that 
God's Temple was built; and that was done too, 
Without the Noiſe of Axes and Hammers upon it, 
to ſignify, that Peace and Quietneſs are the great 
Promoters of Picty and Religion. os wats >: 
BUT in time of War and Tumults, Profaneneſs 
and Immorality do ſadly prevail, and cannot be fo 
eaſily curb'd and reſtrain d. The Reins of Govern- 
ment muſt then be a little ſlacken'd, and ſome ill 
Things muſt of neceſlity be conniv'd at, even by the 
| beſt and wiſeſt ot Princes, which in time of Peace 
would be ſeverely puniſh'd : For when the Sword is 
fo buſy Abroad, it cannot be ſo well empley d 
againſt the bold Singer at Home, Then the Atheiſt, 
Deiſt and Free-thinker, the Socinian and Arian, the 
Papift and Enthufiaſt, take their Opportunities ol 
propagating their curſed Tenents. This they think 
is the fitteſt time to fich for Proſelites, when they 
ſee the Waters are troubled : And then tis uſual 
for all the ather Enemies of the Church, to combine 
together againſt her with ene Conſent, promiſing 
themſelves, that the Government will be ſo wholly 
concern d for the Security of the State, in this time 
of Danger, that they may find the Church ſo un 
guarded, that they may now make an effectual A 
tack, both vpon her Doctrines and Conſtitutior 
Then the bold Sinner breaks in upon the Laws, a! 
commits his Villanies, in hopes of lImpuaity ; or, 


a” Tommy aan O£AA ow ac ca _>- 


| The Bleſſing of PEACE. 
the worſt, to come off with eber, which he takes to 
be 4 very ight Puniſhment. Then the fooliſh Pro- 
digal ſpends his EfRate in riotous Living, and 
dreams of raiſing his Fortunes again by ſome rich 
Prize or plentiful Booty from the Enemy: Then 
the lazy Trades-man, the Drunkard and Spend- 
Thrift, care not how much they run in Debt, when 
they know hew eaſily they can quit the Score: Then 
the lothful and wicked Servant leaves bis Maſter 
and Employment, when he finds an eaſier ſo near at 
Haud, the bloody Trade of Killing of Men. Theſe. 


we had been to follow theſe Men to their Cawps 
and Fleets (thoſe .Nurſeries of Vice, and Cages of 
unclean Birds) how ſadly might we have ſeen thoſe 
Seeds of Wickedneſs, cultivated and improved 


good Man to bleed, to ſee and hear how much God 
ts diſhonoured, and his Holy Religion prophaned ! 
What Curſing and Swearing, what Drunkenneſs and 
Debauchery, what W horedoms and Filthineſs, are 
committed by thoſe Sons of Aars, thoſe daring and 


the Pſalmiſt calls them) char. delight in War ! 

forbid indeed, that we ſhould be thought to reflect 
upon an whole Order of Men, to whom we have been 
(in ſo great a Meaſure) beholden for this Day's So- 
lemnity. Such a general Imputation would be highly 
uncharit able at any time, but nom eſpecially, wonld 


doubt, but that there have been very good, and 
truly brave Men amongſt them: Some that have 


ige and Conduct: And ſuch, I am ſure, are ready 
Wenough to join with us in this Complaint. For 


W the Danger, Trouble and Fatigue, which that 
ha B 2 Em- 


things we have been forc'd to ſee at Home; but, if 


amongſt them ! How would it make the Heart of a 


uncontrollable Sinners! Thoſe Beaſts of the People (as. Pla 
God 


een as eminent for other Virtues, as for their Cou- 


dare ſay) the Righteous Souls of ſome good Men 
amongſt them, have been more vexed with the 
ilthy Converſation of thoſe wicked Men, than with 


ry" 


1. 48. 
2 


carry a great Mixture of Ingratitede with it. No 


112 
0 
0 | E Dr. 
Good 


The Bleſſing of F EAC 
Employment might have otherwiſe. neceſlarily. ex- 
pos d them td. But alas! ſuch is the Depravity of 
our Natures, that (in ſpight of a few good Men) 


men's Se- theſe Vices will be the natural Effects of a lazy Life, 
| tous and à Joofe Rein, and lewd Examples from others. And 


_— - 
omfal- therefore, War may be juſtly reckon'd as one of the 


Wi nate 


. 


"3 
| 
{ 

| 
1 


Esquiry, 
| i 42 ,& 


great Cauſes of ſo much Decay of Chriſtian Piety 


: and Religion among us. 


EA, War amongft Chriſtians, doth not only 
hinder the Praſtice of Religion amongſt our ſelves, 
but (it were as caſy ro demonſtrate that) it alſo ob- 
ſtruts the Propagation of it Abroad in foreign 
Countries. It brings a'Þiſgraceupan the peaceable 
Profeſſion of our Meek and Holy Jeſus, and is 
ſtumbligg Block to the Jews, and hinders the com- 
ing in of Fulneſs of the Gentiles. (But 1 cannet 
enlarge). FW 
TH Us you ſee that War (generally ſpeaking) 
is no Friend to Religion: And yet, God forbid that 
we ſhould deny the Lawfalneſs of all War (eſpecially 
Defenſive ones) even under the Oeconomy of the 
Goſpel of Peaee. No, as I ſaid already, tho? it be in it 
ſelf a great Evil, yet it may become a very neceſſa) 
one, to prevent a greater. Deſperate Diſeaſes mull 
ſometimes have deſperate Cures. But Oh! hew hap- 
Py is that poor Patient, that is at once freed from 
the Danger of the Diſtemper, and alſo from the 
trouble of a long and tedious Courſe of nauſeous and 
griping Phylick? And this I take to be the happy 
Caſe of. our Body Pel:tick : And we are this Day to 
return our Publick Thankſgiving for our Recovery. 
_ THUS I have laid before you, ſome of the 
great Bleſſiags of Peace; and, on the contrary, the 
direty] Eftedts of War. {ff tt 57 


I gladly confeſs indeed, that we in theſe King: 


doms, have been far from feeling of ſeeing all thoſe 


_ "diſmal Effects of it. We have in ſome Meaſure en- 
joy'd the Benefits of Peace all the time of the War: 


Eſpecially, the Heavens have ſmiled upon us, and 


God . 


NT Rn ST = 
a N. 
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God hath bleſſed os with fruitful Harveſts and ſalu · 
brions Seaſons; ſo fax at leaſt, that a pining Famine 
and the noiſome Peſtilence (the uſual Concomitants 
of War) have been far from our Dwellings, praiſed 
be God for the ſame. - But we cannot but ue (tho 
we ore loath to remember) what a vaſt deal of 
Blood and Treaſure hath been ſpilt and ſpent in this 
tedious, cruel, and expenſive War : What Com- 
plainings have we heard in our Streets for the De- 
cay of Trade | and how ſeverely have ſome amongſt 
us felt the Effects of it, and Poverty, like an armed 
Man, hath overtaken them! What Apprehenſions 
did we, once eſpecially, labour under, that our 
Enemies Abroad (by the traiterous Aſſiſtance of 
worſe Enemies at Home) might have prevail'd in 
their Defigns of tranflating the War into our ewn 
Borders, and with it, the Miſeries and Calamities 
ng) Nof Inteſtine Broils ! (The', thanks be to the Divine 
Providence, he that fitteth in the Heavens hath 
laughed them te ſcorn, and, we hope, will ſtill 
have them in Deriſion). And what Burdens it muſt 
for ſome time lay upon our Eſtates, we cannot but 
be ſenſible of, tho'-we are reſolved cheerfully to un- 
dergo it: Eſpecially, fince we begin to feel already, 
3 our Shoulders are cas'd of their wonted 

IN a Word, the Evils that we have fel: and fear d, 
bare been very great: But tho, perhaps, they have 
not been comparable to what our Enemies have groan- 
ed under, who have been forced to ſee the fatal Tra- 
gedies of War acted upon their own Stage; yet, if 
It was but for their Sakes, we ought to be glad that 
thoſe Calamities are over-paſt. We ought indeed 
to rejoice for our own Mercies, but not meerly for 


ing : Neir Miſeries. Tis what the great Law of Chriſtian -* 
hoſe FCharity is ſo far from allowing, that it injoyn the con- 
en · Ntrary: And I queſtion not, but that is the midſt of 
Jar : Pur Rejoycings for the Slaughter of our Enemies, 
pay many a good and tender hearted Chriſtians e ; 
, A ready 
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ready to mingle ſome filent Tears with their Blood; 
and prirately ſighed out that of the Prophet for the 
: Philiftines, O then Sword of the Lord, bow long will it 
be ere thou be quiee ! Put up thy ſelf into the Scabbard, 
reſt and be ſtil. This you ſee the Prophet does, un- 
der that Diſpenſation ;_and *tis no more than what 
(we find in Hiſtory) many good-natur'd 'Heathen: 
have alſo done: And Iam ſure, we have a greater 
Example and plainer Precepts for it, in the Life and 
Doctrine of the Compaſſionate Jeſus in the Goſpel. 
And, as it is a Temper that well-becometh us, as 
we are Chriſtians; ſo, whatever ſome Men may 
think, tis no way inconſiſtent with the «eff Va- 
lour, unleſs they could teach us to diſtiuguiſh be- 
tween Manhood and Humanity. How well then, 
doth it become us (for their Sakes as well as for eur 
own) to rejoyce this Day, that a Stop is put to the 
Effafion of ſo much Chriſtian Blood, and the Sword 
forbidden to devour any more'? And how thank- 
fol ought we to be, to the Divine Author of thoſe 
Bleſſings ? Which leads me to the Second Particu- 
lar: (Of which, and alſo of the third, very briefly. ) 
IT is the Lord that bleſſeth bis People with Peace. 
The Power of making Peace and War, is originally 
the ſole Prerogative of hin, that is King of King, 
and the only Ruler of Princes, Tho' his Viee-gerent 
over us, and (under her) her wiſe Council and vi- 
Qorious Arms, have been the happy luſtruments, 
yet God, and God alone, muſt have the chieteſt 
Glory of ordaining this Peace for us. It is bo the 
. maketh Wars to ceaſe. unto the Ends of the Earth; be 
9. breaketh the Bow, and cutteth the Spear in ſunder; bt 
| burneth the Chariot in the Fire. And when he giveth 
 Omietneſs, who then can make Trouble? Can the Ma- 
chavillian Policy, or moſt artful Contrivances of 
wicked Men, cauſe War and Tumults, when the 
Goodneſs and Wiſdom of God ſay, There ſhall be 
Peace and Qpietneſs to ſuch a Kingdom or Nation! 
No ſurely; we have this Day au happy Inſtance g 
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The Bleſſing of PEACE, 
the contrary. There is no Wiſdom, nor Underfanding, Prov. 2 
3 


nor Counſel, again the Lord. He ruleth in theConn- 
ſels of Princes; and the there be many Devices in the 
Hearts of Men, yet the Counſel of the Lord that ſhall 
fand. Or, if they do fooliſhly deſge it, their Power 
can never eſſect it, without his Leave and Permiſ- 
ſion. I can eaſily diſappoint the Devices of the Crafty, Job. 3. 
ſo that (their Hand cant perform their Enterprize. 12. 
And as God hath rhe'Head and Hends of Men in his i 
Hand, ſo che Heute and Wilts of all Men too, are at 
ni Diſpoſal; and: be turneth the Hearts of Kings (as 
wel other Men) as the Rivers of Waters. He hath i 
turned the Heart of a Prince (who hath been ſo long 
an Enemy to Peace): at laſt to hearken to the Cries 
and Gi oans of his People, and to ſve for one; and 
he hath: inclined the Heart of a wiſe and merciful 
Princeſs to grant it, upon Juſt and Honourable 
Terms. This is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous 
in our Eyes. And as it is he that giveth us our Peace, 
ſo tis he that muſt preſerve this Peace to us. 
FOR if the Almighty ſhonld not f:# put a Check 

to the unruly Paſſions, and boundleſs Ambition of 
wicked Princes, Plow-ſhares would quickly be 
turned into Swords, and Pruning-hooks into Spears 

gain, But we doubt not, but that as the Wrath of pg PY 
Man bath tarned to his Praiſe, ſo, The Remainder of 10 
Vratb be will ſtill reſtrain. * 9 
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LE T us proceed to the laſt thing, viz. The ſpe- 
ial Objects of this Bleſſing : Fe will bleſs bis People 
th Peace. And ſurely, ſeeing Peace is one of the 
greateſt of Temporal Bleſſings, Godlineſs, (which 
aath the Promiſe of this Life as well as of the Life 
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nall de hat wicked Men do enjoy this in common with 
ation Need Men; or, at the lcaſt, they may come ia for 


Share in thoſe Bleſſings which God beſtows upon a 
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Kingdom or Nation, for the fake of ſome good Mea 
that are in it. But alas | Theſe Bleflings do change 
their Nature ; as they fall upon Wicked Men, they 
ceaſe to be real Bleſſings : They do but fatten them 
for the Slaughter; and that which ſhould bo for 
their Good, becomes to them an Occaſion of falling, 
Ihey abuſe the Goodneſs aud Mercy of God to. 
Wards them, fight againſt him with his on Wea- 
5 and all that Eaſe and Re Plenty and Plea- 
ſure, which Peace brings along wich it, are Baſely 
employ d in the Service of sin, and in waging War 
againſt the bleſſed Author of it. But as to good 
Men, Temporal Bleſſings ate R. Rleſſings to them; 
they have them with the Love and Favor of God ; 
they taſte of his Goodneſs in them, employ them to 
{i his Glory, and improve them to their dn Spiritual 
Advantage. Their Temporal Pente is to chem 
Wl. Type and Pledge of a' Cœleſtial one, and of that 
1 Reſt that remaineth- for the Children of God; and 
4 in the mean time; gives them Enconragement, 
Means and Opportunities, of preparing for it, and 
wh making themſelves, in ſome meaſure, happy before- 
_ in the pleaſant Proſpect and Contemplation 
Tus I have ſpoken to the ſeveral Propo- 
ſitions contained in theſe Words, e will bleſs his 
People with Peace, What remaineth, is to 'draw 
ſome Inferences from what hath been ſaid, and then 
to recommend you to the Grace of Gd. 
1B, Then: If Peace be ſuch a great Bleſſing, how 
provo ling have our Sins been, that have cauſed God 
to with-hold this Bleſſing ſo long from us! Our own 
Sins have been the Troublers of our /reel; that have 
kept back this Good from us all this while. There þ 
170 may be, indeed, many Cauſes or Occaſions of War þ 
0 and Tumults in a Kingdom or Nation, but the g 
chief Reaſon is, becauſe God bimſeſf hath a Contro-& g 
Levit. 26. verſy with them. Becanſe they have wal led toner) 
24, 25. fo him, God alſo walketh comrary to them, and bringer 
1 | 7 4 
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| « Sword upon them, that ſball avenge the Quarrel of bis 
8 td Wer may be ever 977 in 
reſpe@ of Men's Intention; yet tis always righteous 
in * 4 'of God's Permiſſion. He maketh uſe of 
wicked Men as the Executieners of his Wrath; and, 
like an incenſed Father, ſometimes imploys a Save 
to corre a Child, that hath highly provoked 


IHE Witked (ſays the Pſalmiſt) are but a Sword Plal. 17. 
1y i #2 God's Hand: And how provoking may we thin 13. 
I have the Offences of a Child been, when we ſee the 
Rod of his Father's Diſpleafure ſo long upon him! 
Our Heaveuly Father hath been now pleaſed to re- 
move this Judgment from us: But can we comforta®» 
bly hope, that our Repentance for the Evil of eur 
Sins againſt him, hath prevailed upon God, to re- 
penthim of the Evil of Puniſhment againſt us? And 
that dur Peace with out Enemies, is the bleſſed Ef- 
fe@ of God's being reconciled unto vs? Then we 
have reaſon to rejoyce indeed: Then, we may be 
ſure, *twill-be a real Blefing, and continued as ſuch, 
to us and our Poſterity. But if we bave not, or do 
not continue to repent, and to bring forth Fruits meet 
ſor Repentancs, we may juſtly fear that the Almighty 
hath ſome heavier Judgments, {Judgments indeed 
worthy of God) ſtill in ſtore for us. For, when 
. are remov d, and Men's Lives not re- 
ra'd, they are not remov'd in Mercy, but in An- 
ter: They do but leave room for ſome ſerer Puniſh- 
ment. Let us therefore take the Advice of our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour, Go, and ſix ne more, or elſe we have too 
jaſt a reaſon to fear, that « worſe thing will happen 
unto MS. woah FPS FE TON 
If we have not heard the Rod, and him that 
hath appointed ir, we can expect no other but to be 
beaten with Scorpions That his Hand will be 
ſtretched out fill, and he will puniſh us ſeven times 
more for our ins. i W 
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Wile. 147. 
Wha, 13, 14. 
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= _ neglect the Favours of a Father. oo 
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% SEEING, God is the Author eh I 


ng to him, and him. . alone, let us return kad 
mY Tank and Praiſes for what, * rogers, 


and apply our ſc] ves,.. dy, our hearty 
the Continuance of the ſame (eh ba 
800 is jealous oi his Benn 5 his Glory 
will he not give to another: And 4 23 * when 
he hath done ſuch great Dans By whereof we 
ve ſuch Reaſon. to rejoyce, he juſtly expects the 
Tribute of our heartieſt Thankſgixings end Praiſes 
fe the ſame. God. indeed expests, that wWe ond 
take Notice of Al his Dealings with-ns4 and hebave 
our ſelves accordingly z And a8, when he: ſmiteth 
us, we ought. to be grieved for the Tokens of bis 
Diſpleafore, ſo, hen he is pleaſed to ſmile. v 
us, we ought to rejeyes, for 1 — Manifeltariony of 
his Love. And ſurely, tis bard. to Rigid, 
which. argues the esel Obſtinacy an 
of Tempet in a Child, to difregard the Fan, rn or to 


LET me therefore call upon you in the Words 
ofthe Pſalmiſt, Praiſe the Lord, O Jeruſalem : Praiſe 
thy God, O Zion. For be hath ffrenftbened the Bars of 
thy Gates: He hath blefſed thy Children! within rhe 
| He maketh Peace in thy Borders y and f leib thee with 


the fineſt of the Wheat, God hath rejoiced over us to 


do us Good ; Oh] let us rejoyee in the Lord for his 
Mercy and 'Goodueſs, and again, I ſay, rejoyce. 
This is the way to engage God to coninue and in. 
creaſe his Bleſſings.vpon us, when be ſeeth us ſo ſen- 
ſible of his Goodnels,. 10 ſo thankful for Mercies 4 


4 receivd. 


| luis in 


Is the Obſerration of one, that moſt of thoſe 
Pſalms wherein the Holy Pſalmiſt implores help 
ſrom God againſt his Enemies, are cloſed witl 
Thankſgiving and Praiſe for former Deliverances 
Let us uſe the ſame Holy Policy (as I may call it) 
in our Dealing with the Almighty : Seeing God 


doth all things for his own Glory, let us ew hof 


read 
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ready we will be to comply with his glorious De- 
i; add7'Vy/ "the quick Return of our heartieſt 
Tiiky"Br Mercies already receiv'd, give in an Al- 
ſurunce, how careful we wil be te reader. him the 
Glory of his future Mercies, when the fame Good - 
netz mall he pleaſed to beſtow'thein upon vs. Other- 
ways, how ein we expect to ſpeed in our calli 
m him in tbe Day of Trouble, for the time to 
come; when he hath already delivered us, sud we 
have tot Glorified him? Let our Souls therefore 
magnify the Lord, and let us praiſe him with the 


— Member that we have. Vea, and let our Hands 


o give Teftimony to our Gratitude. Seeing en- Plal. 16. 
Goodneſs cannot extend immediately to bim, let us 2. 3. 
our Thankfulneſs by our ' Kindneſs, and Be- | 
nefattion to the" Saints, ro the Excellent that are on the 
Earth. © This is a Day of Rejoycing before the Lord. Nebem, 
Let us eat the Fat, and drink the Sweet, and ſend Pore 8. 10 
tions to them, for whom nothing is prepared. Let the *icfter 
Fatherleſs rejoice with us, and let us cauſe the Heart 9: 22 
of the Widow to fing for Joy. Let the Poor begin to 
feel that there is a Peace, as well as thoſe that have 
born the Burden of the War. Ina Word, let our 
Zeal for God's Glory, and dur Charity to our 
Brethren, be hotter than our Bon-fires : Let the ſin- 
cere Praiſes of ont Souls; 'aſcend higher than our 
londeſt Acclamatipns: Let us not drink away our 
Healths by wanton Exceſſes, nor offer an abomiuable 
Swine upon our Altar of Praiſe ;' but let us receive 
ond = of Salvation, and call upon ehe Name of the 


NEX T to the Divine Majeſty himſelf, he is 
pleaſed to allow us, yea, and to command us too, 

to expreſs our Gratitude to all thoſe whom he is 
pleaſed to make the happy Inſtruments of conveying | | 
thoſe Bleſſings to us: Eſpecially to ſuch Publick Be- 
neſactors, whom he is pleaſed ro place next to him. 

felt in Authority, and in the Power of doing Good 

why SEEING 
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BEING then, me may, Aces the laſt bal. 
pition o ttery) truly ſay, Tha wo enjoy gran 
25 wetneſs, and that ſuch worthy Deeds are. done _ 
| by her Majeſty's Providence, let us accupt it al- 
vgn, avdin all places, with al Thenkfulweſs. And let 
us ſhew our Gratitude. by our reverential Love to 
her ſacred Perſon, and Zeal for her wiſe and auſpi 
cious Governmeat ; by our intire Confidence in 
_ Wiſdom and Goodneſs, Care and Conduct over = 
and eſpecially by our hearty Prayers for her, that 
the chief Bleſſings of this Peace which ſhe hath pro- 
cured for us, may fall on her en Head here, and 
everlaſting Peace ia that Kingdom, which cannot be 
ſhaken for ever hereafter. 
Bu to proceed: And as we ought ta render 
the Divine Goodneſs, our heartieſt Praiſes for the 
| Mercies which we do enjoy; ſo let us not fail to con- 
tine our earneſt Prayers for the Contiauance of 
them. Pray, Oh! Pray, for the Peace of our Fern 
felem:;, they ſhall proſper that lore her. 
HERE is way, by which the meaneſt and 
| weakeſt of us, may become Friends, Yea, and Pa- 
triots to our Country. Tho' perhaps we cannot 
heb for it, we can wreſtle with God ia Prayer for 
And tho' we cannot adviſe about. its Safety, 
— we can engage the Wiſdom of the Almighty tor 
our Protection and Welfare; without which, all hu- 
man Endeavours would prove ineffectual. Theſe 
Spiriual Weapons of our Warfare, will become migh- 
ty thro' God. Elij jah was a Man that was earneſt 
_ and fervent in Proves and therefore mighe well be 
| Riiled the Chariot of Iſrael and the Heſemen thereof :: Pi- 
ous David had often found the effect of his Pray- 
ers in this reſpect: When I cry unto thee ( ſays be) then 
« ſhall mine Enemies be turned back.: this I know for God 
is with ne. This, I ſay is the way to engage the Al- 


mighty on our fide; And if God PPAR enn who can 
be nN us and prevail ? ? 
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Be 181, Seeing the ee Objects 
this Bleffing are füch as ure God's People, we may 
eaſily learn what is the ready way to ſecute the con- 
tinuance of it, to us and our Poſterity ; Let us con- 
tinue to be bis People, and the Sheep of his Paſture, 
and God will Kill continue to be a faithful Shepherd | 
over us. The Lord God will be a Sun and Shield 
will give Grace and Glory, and no good thing wil 
be with-held from ns, if we walk uprightly. More 
eſpecially, my Brethren, if we would have God to 
continue this Bleſſing to us, let us carefully Anſwer 
the wiſe Ends, and bleſſed Deſigns of the Almighty, 
in ſending it down upon us. Hath gur God won- 
derfully peared for us, in the defence of our 4 
Church, and in the /ocaring our Holy Religion in a 
Proteſtant Succeſſion to the Crown? Let this excite 
oor Zeal, and inflame our Love towards it. Con- 
tend we now earneſtly for this Faith, which was 
once delivered to the Snints of old; and now 
(thanks be to God) in our peaceable Poſſeſſion and 
quiet Enjoyment, And let us by our Holy and Ex- 
emplary Lives, adorn this DoArine of our Lord and 
Saviour ia all things, which he hath at all times, fo 
miraculouſly preſery'd for us. And oh! that this 1 
might be the happy Effect of our Peace, that we be- Luke r. 
bg delivered from the Hands of our Enemies, ¶ as well 74 "2 
emporal as Spiritual) may ſerve him without fear, 3 
Holineſs and Righteouſneſs before bim all the Day: 
CAN we now ſit down under our own Vine, and 
under our own Fig-Tree, and call them ſeeurely 
our own? Let us be contented with what the good 
Providence of Heaven bath allotted and ſecured to 
us. Let us by ao means invade one another's Right, 
or endeavour, by injorious and vexatious Law-Suits, 
to obtain as vnjaſt a Deciſion over a poor Brother, 
as perhaps the Sword of War (where tis ſole Um- 
pire) uſes to make. And Oh! thatno private War 
night ariſe in our Hearts; but that all our Home- 
T- Me nr To OY Quarrels, 
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13. 11. 


27. 28. 


Cant. 6. e * an pra: with Banners. ; : 


| Mind, friving together for the Faith of the Goſpel, we 
Philip. 1. 


* The N of PEACE. | 
Quarrels, whether . about Civil or Sacred M 4 
might be nom laid afide, and amicabiy uh d Ip in 
this publick Peace, ur. 

4 N D indeed (to conclude ) "the belt wa to le. 
cure this Peace with our Enemies Abroad, i to l- 
bour to maintain the ſtrickeſt Unity, Pezce, and 
Concord, pray ay ur ſelyes at Home. This ſeems 
to be one great Reaſon, why. the Almighty 'hath fo 
long detained this Bleſſing , becauſe we have been 
ſo loath to be 1. Peace with one another. Manser 
hath been it Tphraim, aud Epraim g ainff Ma: 
naſſeth, and tbey togetber g ain Judah, (tho* all for 
the main Profeſſors of the ſame Reli ion) for all this, 
bis Anger bath not been turned «way, but his Mana bath 
been ſtretched. out flill. God is now pleaſed to try, 
' what fairer Means will do; and whether we will be 
_ drawn by the Cords of his Love towards us, to the 

great Duties of Love and Unity among our ſelves, 

Sis, this I fay again, is the only way to ſccure this 

great Bleſſing to us, Let us labour to be ene Mind, 
2 live in Peace; and the God of Love ard Peace wil 
be with as: Aud his Preſence will be our greateſt 
Comfort, and our ſureſt Defence. Yea (beſides this 
ſpecial Bleſſing of Heaven upon us) this muſt needs 
de the only effectual way to ſecute the Peace, or at 
leaſt not to fear the Enmity of any Foreign Adver- 
 fary in the World. For cond they but find our Je- 
ra/ſalem ſo at Unity withia it ſelf, that they could by 
no means divide us; what Encouragement conld 
they have to attempt any thing againſt us, when 
the only fatal Engine by which they have at am . 
1555 prevail's A us, would be Jo ſure to fail 

em. 
'THUS, J ve tand faſt in one ' Spirit, with ort 


need not to be in nothing terriß 4 by our Adverfarits 
Vea, our Jeraſalem would rather become terrible to 
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I 165 indeed id Ditics that were never mere 
—_— aud /coforabley, and yet, alas l never ſeem d 
died and pred among, vs, than at pre- 
: iS T: | therefore anr wiſe and religious Princeſs 
hath ſo eariieffly recommended them from the 
Throne, to both her Houſes of Parliament; and in 
em, to all of us, in our Taferiour Stations: 
Nom We are entring upon, Peace Abroad, let me | 
« jure Abou all {/ays ber: Majefty) to uſe your ut- f 
« moſt] Endeavours for calming Men's Minds at See ber 
« Home, that the Arts of Peace may be cultivated. Majeſty's 
« [et not gronndleſs jealduſies, contriv'd by a Fa- Gracious! 
« ion, and fomented by Party-Rage, effect that, J ed 
«© which our Foreign Enemies could not. And 171 717 
ſurel y, whatever ſome Men may think, or Would) 
perſwade us to the contrary, this would be the beſt 
way of ſhew ing our ſelves 7 Chriſtians, Loyal : 
Subjects, aud wiſe Men. Fer (ſays the Apoſtle) Rom. 4 
be that in theſe things ſerveth Chriſt, is acceptable to 18, 19. 
God, and approved f Mer. Let ws therefore follow 
after the things, which make for Peace; and thingy, 
wherewith one enay ediſy another. And to our earneſt 
Endes vours in our ſeveral Places and Stations, let 
vs joyn our conſtant and er vent Prayers. | 


LET vs conclude with that excellent Prayer, 
which we have been uſing during the ak and 
ſtill ſeems too ſeaſonable for us; 


Heavenly Father, the God of Peace 

« and Love; diſpoſe the Hearts of 
„ all Orders and Conditions of Men amongft 
„ne“ us, to Chriſtian Charity, Humility, . and 
* Forbearance of one another, in the Spirit 
le toe of Meekneſs: That no Sedition may 

* diſturb this State, n nor Schiſms diſtra& this 

ESE . N Church: 
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« Church : But as we al are © Members of the 
„ ſame Body, ind Proſeſſors o the ſame 


« Faith "and Hope; ſo: we may, with 
ad ohne Mouth, dri 
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